










Student Name: SALTUS, Braden J 
Date of Birth: 01/18/1999 Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
Entry Date: 08/14/2014 School Code:140177 
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Literary Explorations I 

Literary Explorations II 

Concert Band 

American Studies 

Mathematical Investigations IV 
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Mandarin Chinese I 
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Registrar 06/10/2015 



Academic Program 
AIIIMSA courses are college preparatory. 

Explanation of Grades 
A Exceeds course requirements 
B Meets course requirements 
C Needs improvement 
D Does not meet course requirements; no Academy credit awarded 
I Incomplete, course requirements not completed when grades were issued 
WF Withdrawn from course with failing grade; no Academy credit awarded 
W Withdrawn from course; no Academy credit awarded 

Pass/Fail Options 
P+ Exceeds course requirements (Pass with Distinction, used only in Independent Study and Student Inquiry and Research courses) 
P Meets course requirements; Academy credit may/may not be awarded depending on course grading criteria 
F Does not meet course requirements for course taken passlfail; no Academy credit awarded 

Intersession (one week non-credit course) 
S Satisfactory completion of requirements 
U Unsatisfactory completion of requirements 

GPA/Class Ranking Policy 
In light of IMSA's selective admission process and in order to promote collaborative exploration and discovery, the Academy does not compute grade point 

averages and class rankings. 

Standardized Test Scores 
Standardized test scores are provided by the student 

Student Inquiry and Research 
(Inquiry and Mentorship) includes on-campus and off-campus experiences in which students plan, investigate, analyze, and communicate in-depth scholarly 

investigation, either guided or directed, by scientists, scholars, and/or educators. 

TALENT (Total Applied Learning for Entrepreneurs) 
Is a program that promotes entrepreneurial applied science and technology. 

Federal and State Constitution Requirements 
Are fulfilled with successful completion of American Studies. 

Physical Education Requirement 
Is fulfilled with successful completion (pass) of phySical education or wellness. 

Notice to persons or agencies receiving student records: 
Section 438(b)(4)(B) of U.S. Public Law 93-380 requires that this pupil record information be transferred to you only on 

condition that you will not permit any other party to have access to it without the written consent of a parent/guardian or 
eligible student. 

~IMSA 

Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 

1500 Sullivan Road 
Aurora IL 60506 

Phone 630-907-5066 Fax 630-907-5922 



Thank you for completing this recommendation.  Please return electronically to Judy Scheppler at quella@imsa.edu. 

     Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy     
 The World's Leading Teaching and Learning Laboratory for Imagination and Inquiry 

Student Inquiry and Research 
Recommendation Form 

 
Student Name  Braden Saltus       Graduation Year   2017    
          
Recommender Joseph Traina   jtraina@imsa.edu  
   (name)      (email) 
Recommender: The student listed above wishes to participate in the Student Inquiry and Research (SIR) Program.  
SIR advisors are frequently requesting additional information so your assistance is needed in recommending and 
evaluating students.  This completed form, as a pdf file, may be sent to off-campus individuals to assist with best 
placement of students. 
 
1.  Please rate the student on each of the following criteria, with 5 being highest and 1 being lowest, based on 
your experiences with IMSA students. 
Criteria 5 4 3 2 1 No basis for  

judgment 

Motivation for the investigation X      
Intellectual potential  X     
Ability to analyze/problem solve X      
Teamwork skills  X     
Perseverance X      
Maturity  X     
Works independently  X     
Communication skills  X     
Integrity X      
Overall judgment  X     
 
Please comment on the preparedness of the student to participate in an independent investigation. 
 
Braden was a student in my Methods in Scientific Inquiry (MSI) class during the Fall 2014 
semester.  For his project in this class, he and his partner examined the effects of different 
fertilizer levels on chlorophyll concentration in corn plants.  Braden is a very outgoing student 
with a lively sense of humor.  His data analysis skills are strong for his age.  His written work in 
my MSI course was consistently good, but not always indicative of his potential or best effort. 
Overall, Braden did well in my MSI course, and I am confident that he is well prepared to 
participate in the SIR Program.   
 
 
Is there anything else that you feel a potential advisor should know about this student? 
 



Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
 The World's Leading Teaching and Learning Laboratory for Imagination and Inquiry 

Student Inquiry and Research 
Recommendation Form 

 
Student Name  Braden Saltus        graduation year ___________ 

          
Recommender Sarah O’Leary-Driscoll   soleary@imsa.edu     

  (name)       (email) 
Recommender: The student listed above wishes to participate in the Student Inquiry and Research (SIR) Program.  SIR 
advisors are frequently requesting additional information so your assistance is needed in recommending and evaluating 
students.  This completed form, as a pdf file, may be sent to off-campus individuals to assist with best placement of students. 

 
1.  Please rate the student on each of the following criteria, with 5 being highest and 1 being lowest, based on your 
experiences with IMSA students. 
Criteria 5 4 3 2 1 No basis for  

judgment 

Motivation for the investigation x      
Intellectual potential x      
Ability to analyze/problem solve x      
Teamwork skills  x     
Perseverance  x     
Maturity x      
Works independently x      
Communication skills  x     
Integrity x      
Overall judgment x      

 
Please comment on the preparedness of the student to participate in an independent investigation. 

 
 
I think Braden has matured quite a bit during his semester, and his work ethic and engagement show that he is 
motivated to do well in science.  He does well in the lab, in particular, and is good at following written 
directions, rather than needing to be guided all the time along the way.  I think a little more effort on his part 
would have made him an “A” student, as he clearly has the intellectual capability, but that being said,  he was a 
benefit to our class, and I think he would do well with an investigation.  
 
 
 
 

Is there anything else that you feel a potential advisor should know about this student? 
 
 
 



Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
 The World's Leading Teaching and Learning Laboratory for Imagination and Inquiry 

Student Inquiry and Research 
Recommendation Form 

 
Student Name  Braden Saltus        graduation year ____2017____ 

          
Recommender Peter Clancy  pclancy@imsa.edu    

  (name)       (email) 
Recommender: The student listed above wishes to participate in the Student Inquiry and Research (SIR) Program.  SIR 
advisors are frequently requesting additional information so your assistance is needed in recommending and evaluating 
students.  This completed form, as a pdf file, may be sent to off-campus individuals to assist with best placement of students. 

 
1.  Please rate the student on each of the following criteria, with 5 being highest and 1 being lowest, based on your 
experiences with IMSA students. 
Criteria 5 4 3 2 1 No basis for  

judgment 

Motivation for the investigation X      
Intellectual potential X      
Ability to analyze/problem solve X      
Teamwork skills  X     
Perseverance X      
Maturity  X     
Works independently X      
Communication skills X      
Integrity X      
Overall judgment X      

 
Please comment on the preparedness of the student to participate in an independent investigation. 

Braden is a bright young man.  He was always ahead of the class in his understanding of the concepts in SI 
Physics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is there anything else that you feel a potential advisor should know about this student? 
 
NA 
 


